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THE SOUTH EAST  
Growth Corridor Plan

is also connected to a series 
of principal town centres and 
specialised employment precincts 
across the south east region.

residents in the south East 
Growth corridor will continue 
to rely upon the broader metro-
politan south eastern suburbs 
for employment and services 
however over the longer term, 
the potential exists for the south 
East Growth corridor to be 
re-positioned as central to an 
emerging sub-regional economic 
triangle comprising dandenong, 
the casey/cardinia employment 
area and the port of hastings.

the proposed land use and trans-
port framework will facilitate this 
outcome, by providing opportu-
nities for greater business invest-
ment and better sub-regional 
transport connectivity.

Facilitating jobs and investment 
within the region, together with 
a transport network that links 
people to those jobs, has been 
the primary influence shaping 
this plan. 

6.1 COnTEXT
the south East Growth corridor 
is located on the outer edge of 
this broader economic region, 
and is heavily reliant on the 
established urban areas for jobs 
and services.  as a result, many 
residents in this corridor travel 
considerable distances to access 
jobs and services offered in places 
like dandenong, Frankston, Knox, 
Kingston and Mulgrave.  the area 
covered by the Growth corridor 
plans will eventually accommo-
date a population of 230,000 or 
more people and has the capacity 
to provide for at least 86,000 jobs.  

improving the local self contain-
ment of jobs in the south-East 
Growth corridor is a key objective 
of the corridor plan. 

the wider south-east economic 
region  is  substantial its own 
right.  its economy is closely 
linked to the wider metropolitan 
area with a distinctive focus on 
manufacturing and technology 
and it features a high degree of 
employment self-containment at 
the sub-metropolitan scale.

central dandenong is the 
cBd of the south east, and it is 
well connected to the rest of 
Melbourne by rail and road.  it 
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6.2  

 
 

 
 

 
Development  of the 

South-East Growth Corridor 
will continue to enhance the 

region’s self-sufficiency, sustainability 
and distinctiveness by providing a good 

range of new employment opportunities 
which are well-connected by appropriate 

transport links between homes and new and 
existing jobs.  New job opportunities will be provided at 

Pakenham, Thompsons Road and South Gippsland Highway, 
as well as in the existing and identified town centres and within 

new residential communities.  Dandenong and the south eastern 
metropolitan suburbs will also continue to be a major focus for 

employment, services and facilities provision in the region.

The existing sense of place will be enhanced through the design 
of precincts enabling residents to enjoy access to a network of 
waterways, biodiversity corridors and open spaces, as well as 

providing ready access to vibrant town centres, local services and job 
opportunities.  Opportunities to integrate the waterways, the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, local hills and views to more distant 
hills including the Dandenong Ranges, will be maximised. 
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combined, these values make 
up an integrated open space 
network.  this network provides 
an important natural setting for 
the entire Growth corridor.  it will 
make a major contribution to the 
future amenity and sense of place 
for future communities.

residents and visitors will be 
able to access the open space via 
a comprehensive trail network 
that will extend throughout this 
Growth corridor.

6.3.1 landscape
Key landscape elements that 
require particular attention 
include:

>> retention of distant views to 
the dandenong ranges to the 
north;

>> Utilisation of the natural 
drainage system that flows 
into the western port to create 
a network of open spaces 
which connect different parts 
of the corridor in both visual 
and landscape terms.  cardinia 
creek, clyde creek, Gum scrub 
creek and toomuc creek are 
particularly important in this 
regard; and

>> retention of the rural 
character of the areas 
adjoining the UGB.  the areas 
adjoining the UGB support 
a range of agricultural, 
hobby farms and equestrian 
industries, which add 
considerably to the character 
and amenity of Melbourne’s 
south east.  the planning and 
design of activities along this 
interface need to ensure that 
urban activities within the 
UGB do not adversely impact 
on the functions or amenity of 
these rural edges.

6.3 lAnDSCAPE, 
EnViROnMEnT AnD 
OPEn SPACE
Melbourne’s south East Growth 
corridor comprises areas of 
important biodiversity, drainage, 
flood mitigation, landscape and 
cultural heritage values.  signifi-
cant opportunities exist to create 
new active and passive recreation 
areas to address the open space 
needs of the broader region.

the  corridor plan recognises the 
wide range of ecological, cultural, 
recreational and social values 
across the south East Growth 
corridor.  
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corridor and in particular along 
the southern end of the railway 
line and along Manks road.

the following biodiversity values 
are recognised by the south East 
Growth corridor plan:

>> cardinia creek corridor.  
areas for Growling Grass 
Frog protection have been 
identified along cardinia 
creek. some of these areas 
are likely to be included in 
the area identified for the 
cranbourne regional park;

>> clyde creek corridor.  areas 
for Growling Grass Frog 
protection have been 
identified along clyde 
creek corridor generally 
downstream of tucker road 
and extend east to the Muddy 
Gates drain west Branch;  

>> habitat for the southern 
brown bandicoot at the royal 
Botanic Gardens, cranbourne 
and nearby areas.  options 

for the connection between 
bandicoot populations in 
rGB cranbourne and other 
populations outside the UGB 
will be resolved in accordance 
with the Biodiversity 
conservation strategy); and   

>> clyde-tooradin Grasslands 
on the railway line – public 
Use Zone transport.  the 
southern end of the south 
East (cranbourne) railway 
line is to be established as a 
conservation area in order 
to protect and manage 
Maroon leek orchid and 
swamp Everlasting.  in 
determining the boundary 
of the conservation area 
consideration has been 
given to the need to provide 
rail services in future.  a 
conservation Management 
plan will be developed for 
the management of the 
conservation area. 

6.3.2 Biodiversity
this Growth corridor has signifi-
cant biodiversity values associ-
ated with its major creek lines.  
habitat exists for fauna species 
including Growling Grass Frog, 
and southern Brown Bandicoot. 
these species are not reliant 
on extant native vegetation 
and utilise a generally highly 
degraded rural landscape. 

the existing landscape provides 
habitat and permeability for 
the southern Brown Bandicoot 
through scattered patches of 
habitat throughout the Growth 
corridor. the most significant of 
these areas is the royal Botanic 
Gardens cranbourne which 
supports high quality habitat 
and an important population of 
southern Brown Bandicoot. 

scattered threatened flora species 
exist throughout the Growth 
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6.3.3 Drainage
the south East Growth corridor 
includes parts of four major 
catchments:

>> the Mornington peninsula 
catchment;

>> the dandenong catchment;
>> the cardinia creek catchment; 

and
>> the dalmore catchment.

Major local waterways include 
cardinia creek, clyde creek and 
the western contour drain. these 
waterways, numerous smaller 
tributaries and wetland areas 
include areas of cultural heritage, 
and provide habitat for significant 
native flora, native frog and fish 
species, and other fauna.

waterways in this Growth 
corridor ultimately discharge to 
western port, an internationally 
recognised ramsar4  wetland. 
ramsar wetlands require a high 
level of control over the quality 
and quantity of surface water 
discharge.

significant areas of southern 
casey are prone to shallow sheet 
flooding. 

to address local flooding, and 
protect the downstream Koo wee 
rup Flood protection district and 
the western port Bay ramsar site, 
more flood storage areas will be 
required to service development 
in this corridor than in other 
Growth corridors. a regional 
retarding basin of approximately 
250ha is proposed by Melbourne 
water beyond the south east 
corner of the Urban Growth 
Boundary to provide some of the 
flood storage capacity required. 

the retarding basin is proposed 
to be located north of Manks 
road, between the western 
contour drain and Muddy Gates 
lane.  this will control the quan-
tity and quality of stormwater 
flows into the western port Bay, 
and its delivery is vital to enable 
the development of the recently 
expanded Growth corridor. 

the retarding basin is required 
to help manage the increase in 
stormwater flows resulting from 
the new urban development.  it 
will be designed to temporarily 
store then gradually release 
the increased flows to protect 
downstream properties from 
flooding. the retarding basin also 
has the potential to be used for 
other beneficial purposes such as 
improving water quality and the 
provision of active and passive 
open space 

this regional asset may also 
be able to provide additional 
environmental or recreational 
benefits.  opportunities will exist 
for the facility to contribute to the 
broader biodiversity value of the 
region. For instance, the wetlands 
within the basin might contribute 
to the habitat for a variety of 
migratory birds associated with 
the ramsar wetlands to the south, 
as well as provide habitat for the 
Growling Grass Frog. 

6.3.4 Regional Parks 
and Open Space
a network of waterways, biodi-
versity corridors and open spaces 
will extend across the south East 
Growth corridor.  

this network will comprise land 
which has been set aside for a 
range of purposes, including 
biodiversity protection, drainage, 
flood mitigation, active and 
passive recreation, landscape and 
cultural heritage protection.  the 
major open space nodes within 
this network include:

>> the royal Botanic Gardens 
cranbourne;

>> the casey Fields sporting 
precinct;

>> the cranbourne regional 
parkland identified along 
cardinia creek; and

>> the proposed regional flood 
retarding basin and wetlands 
along the south-east edge of 
the UGB.

Key open space linkages within 

4 ramsar wetlands are wetlands of international importance listed under the conven-
tion on wetlands also known as the ramsar convention. the convention was signed in 
1971 at a meeting in the town of ramsar, in iran. the aim of the convention is to halt the 
worldwide loss of wetlands and to conserve those that remain.
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6.3.5 Regional active 
open space
there is likely to be a need for 
additional regional active open 
space within the south East 
Growth corridor. short term 
opportunities exist to extend 
the existing casey Fields facility, 
which the city of casey is 
currently exploring.  additional 
opportunities might exist to 
provide new regional active open 
space outside the Urban Growth 
Boundary to the north west of 
the proposed Melbourne water 
retarding basin.

part of the Mtn (and shown on 
the Growth corridor plan), and 
others will form local trails to be 
provided through psps.

specific initiatives within this 
network include the following:

Cardinia Creek Regional 
Park

a new regional park is identified 
along cardinia creek, generally 
south of thompsons road.  the 
location of this regional park is 
subject to investigation.  the 
location of the thompsons road 
crossing of cardinia creek (under 
investigation by Vicroads) may 
form the northern boundary of 
the park.

this network include clyde and 
cardinia creeks and the associ-
ated Growling Grass Frog corri-
dors, and modified local drainage 
networks within local neighbour-
hoods.  

this open space network will 
ensure that the specific environ-
mental functions are protected 
and enhanced, whilst also 
ensuring that the features provide 
value to the community by 
providing a recreation function, 
and linking nodes with linear 
trails.

open space nodes will be 
connected by a series of trails 
focused particularly along the 
creeks.  some of these will form 

Cardinia Creek regional park

Braeside park

Melbourne Water retarding basin

Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne

The Pines Flora 
+ Fauna Reserve

Langwarrin Flora + Fauna ReserveFrankston 
Reservoir 
Park
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6.4 CREATinG  
COMMUniTiES
6.4.1 Regional self-
containment
central to creating liveable 
communities in the south east 
is the need to create a more 
self-contained region which 
offers more jobs and facilities and 
better, high quality, public trans-
port and road connections.  

the regional focus for higher 
order services and facilities, and a 
significant number of jobs, will be 

central dandenong.  over time, 
a substantial number of jobs will 
also be provided in the pakenham 
employment corridor, as well 
as the planned employment 
precincts at Minta Farm, along 
thompsons road, the south 
Gippsland highway and within 
both existing and planned town 
centres.

the south East Growth corridor 
plan creates opportunities for 
investment across a wide range 
of precincts to maximize the 
region’s potential for the creation 
and diversification of local job 
opportunities.

Berwick

Dandenong

Cranbourne

Frankston

Fountain Gate

Clyde

Clyde North 

Pakenham
Casey Central

Hampton Park

Endeavour Hills

South>East 
Community
Concept>Plan
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Train Station
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Opportunity for future Rail Station
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Existing Urban Area

Area Outside UGB

Constrained Land

Local Neighbourhood

New Residential Districts

6.4.2 Residential Dis-
tricts within the Growth 
Corridor
two new residential districts are 
identified in the new Growth 
corridor, focused on new Major 
town centres at clyde and clyde 
north.

Each of these districts is of a suffi-
cient size to support a Major town 
centre within it, and each can 
provide a mix of jobs and housing 
types/densities.

connections between districts 
will be provided by a grid of arte-
rial roads and extended public 
transport networks.
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some of the arterial road routes 
are designed to have a strong 
boulevard character.  this will 
potentially require such routes 
to have a wider cross section to 
allow for tree planting and wider 
medians.  thompsons road is a 
key route for consideration of 
such treatment.

6.4.4 Regional 
Community, Health and 
Education Services and 
Facilities
the major campus based post 
compulsory education providers 
in the south East are Monash 
University’s Berwick and penin-
sula (Frankston) campuses, and 
chisholm institute at Berwick, 
dandenong, cranbourne and 
Frankston.
it is anticipated that the expected 
growth in demand for campus 
based higher Education and 
Vocational Education and training 
(VEt) can largely be met from 
existing campuses. however, 
additional taFE services, with a 
focus on VEt qualifications and 
higher Education feeder courses, 
could be considered in cardinia 
to help ensure locally relevant 
provision of post compulsory 
education services.
primary, secondary and tertiary 
health services, both hospital and 
community based, are provided 
by a combination of state and 
commonwealth government and 
private providers.  primary care 
services are generally provided 
by general practitioners.  tertiary 
mental health services are 
provided at a range of locations 
by southern health and a range 
of non government organisations.
southern health is the 
major provider of services in 
Melbourne’s south-east and 
operates six hospital campuses 
and a range of community based 
services delivering a range of 
primary health care services.  
Monash Medical centre at 

clayton and Moorabbin provides 
specialist services.  the Kingston 
centre provides specialist aged 
care, mental health and sub 
acute services.  people living in 
the south East Growth corridor 
also access the alfred hospital 
and other inner metropolitan 
specialist hospitals for tertiary 
and state-wide health services.
dandenong hospital provides a 
range of acute services including 
mental health and primary 
care. casey hospital, at Berwick, 
provides a range of acute health 
services. cranbourne integrated 
care centre provides a range 
of day, outreach and aged care 
assessment services.
a number of services and sites in 
the south East Growth corridor 
are currently being expanded.  
Master planning is underway at 
casey hospital for the growth 
and development of acute health 
services to meet future demand.  
a major expansion of children’s 
services is planned at the clayton 
site. a Gp super clinic which is 
intended to integrate a range of 
primary care services is being 
established in Berwick.  planning 
for the upgrade and expansion of 
ambulance services is occurring 
within the context of the state-
wide service network.
additional residential aged care 
capacity will be required to 
provide for an expanding and 
ageing population in Melbourne’s 
south-east.  
strategic planning will take 
account of interface communi-
ties on the metro rural fringe, 
consider the need for health 
and medical precincts in major 
centres and include a focus on 
the potential for co-location of 
services.
More comprehensive and 
specialist education, health 
and community facilities would 
normally be located in the higher 
order town centres, which include 
pakenham, officer, cranbourne/
cranbourne East and clyde.

6.4.3 Character and 
identity
the sense of place for each 
of these communities will be 
created from natural features, 
particularly the creeks, ridgelines, 
and views to highpoints such as 
the dandenong ranges and royal 
Botanic Gardens cranbourne.

the town centre at clyde north 
is near clyde creek, and can 
be designed to integrate this 
waterway into the character of 
the town.

creeks and waterways will also 
provide alternative connections 
between communities via the 
Mtn.  

opportunities exist to ensure that 
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6.5 EMPlOYMEnT
the south East Growth corridor 
will continue to have a strong 
relationship to the dandenong 
central activities area (caa) 
and other major employment 
destinations in the broader south 
east metropolitan area.  this will 
continue to drive the need for 
improved transport connections 
between the Growth corridor 
and major job locations.

however, over time, the south 
East Growth corridor will aim 

to achieve greater local job self 
containment.  in total, the south 
East Growth corridor plan area 
is expected to accommodate 
between 86,000 and 110,000 
new jobs, across a range of 
employment sectors and loca-
tions.  

this will be achieved in a variety 
of ways, ranging from home 
based businesses and jobs in 
local town centres through 
to employment in large town 
centres and industrial precincts.
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6.5.1 Town Centres 
a wider range of businesses and 
job opportunities will emerge 
over time in dandenong caa 
along with the principal town 
centres identified at cranbourne 
and Fountain Gate and the 
Major town centres identified at 
pakenham, officer, Berwick and 
casey central.

two new Major town centres are 
identified in the Growth corridor 
plan  at clyde, adjacent to a new 
rail station along the extended 
cranbourne rail line, and at 
clyde north, on the pptn which 
links cranbourne to officer and 
beyond.
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6.5.2 Employment 
Precincts
 the south East Growth corridor 
plan makes provision for:

>> 2,370 (gross) hectares of  
industrial land;

>> 1,290 (gross) hectares of 
business land; and

>> around 60 (gross) hectares of 
additional land could also be 
provided, for a range of local 
industrial and commercial 
activities across residential 
psps.  these will be identified 
as required through the psp 
process.

Officer-Pakenham 
industrial/Business Corridor

this corridor has good freight 
and public transport connec-
tions, and will be an attractive 
location for a wide range of 
advanced manufacturing and 
commercial enterprises, as well 
as the more traditional manufac-
turing, warehouse and logistics, 
commercial and some high 
density residential uses.

it has direct freight access to 
the metropolitan area and the 
port of hastings via the south 
Gippsland highway, western port 
highway.

it will be anchored by high 
amenity business parks planned 
at cardinia road to the east and 
Minta Farm to the west, and will 
be well serviced by the pptn 
identified to connect to the 
officer town centre and rail line, 
and the broader south-eastern 
metropolitan area.  

Thompsons Road Business 
Corridor

this corridor will have excellent 
freight access to the metropol-
itan area and the port of hast-
ings.  it will be serviced by a high 
amenity business precinct and 
Major town centre identified at 
clyde north, and will be readily 
accessible to the pptn by a series 
of north-south public transport 
connections.

around 520 (gross) hectares of 
business land is identified along 
thompsons road including 
around the clyde north town 
centre. along with employment 
uses, this precinct allows some 
residential development and a 
mix of business services, service 
industry and associated uses.   
detailed planning will investi-
gate the type of employment 
and industrial land uses that are 
appropriate, some of which will 
be influenced by the presence 
or proximity to physical and 
man-made constraints, such as 
the transmission easement.  the 
thompsons road freight route 
will be protected from sensitive 
uses by including a buffer of 
non-residential land uses.

South Gippsland Highway 
industrial node

a new 250ha (gross) industrial 
precinct is identified along the 
south Gippsland highway.  this 
precinct will also enjoy excellent 
freight access to the metropol-
itan area and the port of hastings 
the south Gippsland highway 
and western port highway. it 
will be serviced by a new railway 
station, and Major town centre 
at clyde. 
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the identified pptn will provide 
a basis for a potential future 
strategic bus network linking rail 
stations along and between the 
cranbourne and pakenham rail 
lines, as well as connecting the 
Major town centres and the large 
employment areas.

parts of the arterial road network 
along the pptn can be designed 
to accommodate potential higher 
capacity public transport network 
such as busways in the future.  
the connection from cranbourne 
to officer has potential for this 
higher capacity service for 
example.  

the planning for the pptn will 
extend beyond the Growth 
corridor, linking to dandenong 
south, Frankston and a range of 
jobs and services in the southern 
metropolitan region.

in addition, planning for a 
network of potential local bus 
routes will be provided across 
the area, and these routes will 
be planned as part of psps. For 
example, it is envisaged that 
major east – west routes such as 
thompsons road (which is a part 
of the pFn), may also provide for 
local bus services.

6.6 TRAnSPORT 
6.6.1 Public Transport
Urban development in the 
south East Growth corridor 
will be supported by the two 
metropolitan rail lines to 
cranbourne and pakenham. 
planning will provide for 
rail services and station 
development, to include multi-
modal integration, to support 
principal and Major town centres 
as well as strategically located 
park and ride facilities.
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6.6.2 Arterial Road net-
works
the Growth corridor plan 
proposes the development over 
time of additions to the grid 
of north-south and east-west 
roads, to provide critical linkages 
between communities, and to 
housing, jobs and services.

planning for development of the 
grid will take into account the 
need for:

>> links between cranbourne 
and town centres at officer 
and pakenham;

>> north-south public transport 
routes;

>> crossings of cardinia creek.
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dandenong-pakenham corridor, 
dandenong-lyndhurst-
cranbourne corridor and the 
Frankston-hastings port rail line.  
the key future rail development is 
the proposed lyndhurst-hastings 
port rail line.

a notable existing rail terminal 
is the hanson’s westall quarry 
terminal. important proposed rail 
terminals include the: hastings 
port intermodal terminal and the 
south-east intermodal Freight 
terminal at lyndhurst and/or 
Greens road dandenong

6.6.3 Planning for 
Freight
planning for the freight network 
in the south east will aim to 
enable freight connections 
between the current freight 
facilities south of dandenong, 
the port of hastings, and the 
pakenham employment corridor.

Berwick

Dandenong

Cranbourne

Frankston

Fountain Gate

Clyde

Clyde North 

Pakenham
Casey Central

Hampton Park

Endeavour Hills

South>East 
Freight>

Concept>Plan
Central Activity Area

Principal Town Centre

Major Town Centre

Train Station

Future Station

Opportunity for future Rail Station

Urban Growth Boundary

Existing Urban Area

Area Outside UGB

Constrained Land

Industrial

Existing Industrial

Freight Demand

parts of the road network will be 
planned to carry freight as a key 
function, including:

>> the princes Freeway;

>> the western port highway;

>> Eastlink;

>> the Mornington peninsula 
Freeway; and

>> thompsons road.

the rail freight network in 
the south-east comprises 
rail corridors, including the 
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6.7 OTHER  
inFRASTRUCTURE
south East water (sEw) is 
currently preparing an integrated 
water Management strategy for 
its service region.  one of the 
key issues to be addressed by 
this strategy is whether a new 
sewage treatment plant (stp) will 
be constructed to service urban 
growth in the south East Growth 
corridor.  the decision regarding 
the need or otherwise for a new 
stp in this region will depend on 
whether there is sufficient use 

for non-potable recycled water 
across the region.

in the event that there is insuf-
ficient demand for non-potable 
water in the region, then it is 
likely that the Eastern treatment 
plant, which already provides 
non-potable recycled water, 
will be relied upon to meet the 
sewage treatment requirements 
of this Growth corridor.

alternatively if sufficient future 
demand for non-potable recycled 
water can be confirmed, then 
a new stp will be considered 
as part of its strategy.  sEw has 
suggested that a new stp might 
be co-located with Melbourne 
water’s retarding basin, but inves-
tigations will continue. consid-
eration needs to be given to 
two areas with adverse amenity 
potential are included in the 
Growth corridor, and need to be 
planned carefully:

the major quarry in the south 
East Growth corridor lies to the 
south of thompsons road, and to 
the west of Berwick-cranbourne 
road.  this quarry is currently 
zoned special Use Zone, and 
land within a 500m buffer of the 
quarry is zoned Farming Zone.  
however, the operator of this 
quarry has indicated a willingness 
to close it down to enable urban 
development on the quarry site 
and on surrounding parcels.  the 
Growth corridor plan identifies 
urban uses on the quarry site 
and on surrounding parcels, 
but it should be noted that this 
redevelopment is subject to the 
current works authority being 
extinguished.

an area further west along 
thompson road currently 
contains a poultry farm, a natural 
resource distribution centre and 
an abattoir.  the owners of each 
of these facilities and associated 
land have indicated a willing-
ness to close down operations.  
this needs to be coordinated 
to avoid uses that have ceased 
continuing to be constrained by 
neighbouring uses.  the Growth 
corridor plan identifies business 
(with some broader uses) in this 
area, to enable this redevelop-
ment to occur.  this will be 
planned in more detail in a psp.

 




